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The swan song of coronavirusiis
audible in an ebbing third wave

Its declining danger tracks the last pandemic closely with infections getting milder as mutants and hosts adapt to coexist

A LOK S HE E L
is former secretary, Prime Minister’s Economic
Advisory Council

The Lockdown

The Corona Virusis strange,

It has avariable range.

Dangerous in the wayit spreads,
And in mysterious ways it treads
Inprimaryschools it abides,

But in grocery stores it dies.

It spreads when buying clothes at malls,
And multiplex cinema halls.

Itis non-alcoholic, it

Cannot spread through beer or spirit,
Although it lurks in drinking bars.
While three persons are safein cars,
Shouldyou another dare to add,
Itdrives corona very mad.
Weddings with fifty are kosher,
Onemoreis aparty pooper

On Amazon boxes it lies,

On takeaway coffee it dies.

Politics too does Covid play,

Those in mass rallies get away,
While it takes mass protests to task,
Spared is the leader without mask.
Toplaying fields and gyms it flies,
But in bakery shops it dies.

Fast food workers and bank tellers
Cannot spread it, unlike barbers.
Coaches and masseurs Covid kicks,
Not TV and fridge mechanics
Covid is also time savvy

1010 5AM most deadly

Businesses can create mayhem
Iftheydon't closeby 6 PM

Clear it is that none can escape
Corona’s whimsical embrace

The bureaucrat’s rule making skill
Even Corona cannot kill.

tissaid that swans sing before they die. The

ebbing third wave of the pandemic, with the

highly infectious but far less lethal Omicron

mutant, might well be the swan song of covid.

Thisis despite the fact that at its third-wave

peak (around 20 January 2022), daily new
cases touched 3.8 million globally. At the height of
the deadly second wave (around 20 April 2021),
these were far lower, at around 0.9 million. Also,
while peak daily mortality during the second wave
(about 17,000) was higher around the world, it was
by no means low (13,000) during the third wave.

That said, if one were todivide peak daily deaths

by peak newc ou geta peak mortality of just
3.4.per1,000 during the third wave, compared to
190 per1,000 at the height of the second wave. One
can, therefore, conclude that while the third wave
hast four times as infecti cond
Us56 times less Llhdl

s as the se

A global scourge that's on its way out

Deaths across the world have fallen sharply with Transatlantic countries having
recorded the worst tolls.
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population and about 85% of all recorded covid
deaths. A data analysis reveals three major pan-
demic trends that are unllkely tochange much.

First, global covid ' illion
now, with the US death toll at amund amillion, and
that in Brazil and India above half-a-million each.
Another 14 countries have recorded deaths in
excess of 100,000, all in Transatlantic countries,
except for Indonesia. There are, however, likely to
be subsequent revisions of mortality data on
account of undercounting/reporting.

Second, the pandemic has centred on the Trans-
atlantic, with the 25 rounlnci (West and Central
Asiaincluded) adj boards of the
Allanll(‘ Ocean that havt]uhl 22.2% of the world

ing for 71% of all deaths. By
contrast, the global share of the seven South and
East Asian countries (Chinaand Indla In(‘|uded)
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this reason, some cosmologists believe that life on
earth, and perhaps elsewhere in the universe, was
seeded by viruses, possibly through comets.

Itis, therefore, difficult to be absolutely certain
aboutwhcm we might gofmm here. A pattern of
ident. Viruses
that are hlghlymfc( tious, such as the common
cold, are rarely lethal. Those that are, are rarely too
infectious. But every now and then, perhaps once a
century, you get a virus that is both highly infec-
tiousand lethal, like the one that caused Spanish
Fluin the last century and covid today.

‘The virus mutates at a pace unparalleled in the
living world. After causing high mortality initially,
later-generation mutants tend to become more
and more benign, as the virus and its host learn to
coexist peacefully and the host (lcvclops newanti-

Ihal account forover 47% of th
st 13%. Of this, 68% of the d

hs recorded are

headed inasimilar direction.
fi 1 deaths from the third wave

inIndia. Africa was minimally impacted, except
for: soulh Africaand northern countries near the
ean Sea (part of the Atl

Third, the pandemic has had three major waves
so far, with the second wave the most lethal. This is
not clearly
because these peaked at different times (as high-
lighted) across the three regions. There could be
more but increasingly benign waves.

There is much about viruses that remains to be
uncovered by science. The debate on whether they
an' I1vmglhmgbor notisstill m)l settled. While anti-

Bothi
have been fall Img sharply globally after peaking in
the second half of January. This points to the end
ofthe most serious phase of the pandemic,
although there could be relatively benign subse-
quent waves, indistinguishable from seasonal flu.

Soevenas we continue to take necessary precau-
tions and follow
vaccinations, and mourn the dear ones we lostin
the deadliest phase of the pandemic, we can begin
the year with cautious hope. Indeed, with the
distance of time that insulates feeling from experi-
ence, we can begin to look back with asmile at the

damal six- wcckly ml( rvalwnn the =la|10f|h(- “kill’ viruses, thers survive and way we bumbled our way through a deadly virus
i 1y/3vRvqiO) for 3 j es can dormant for unk durations, turn- about whicl hcvcryb(xly |m ludlnglhusc tasked
that togetheraccount I'nr(%ol‘lhtworld s ing gai ble.For | withp g US, S
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Dropping SAT scores will give
US colleges even more leeway

Ivy League universities will get more space to admit who they want

NAOMI SCHAEFERRILEY &
JAMES PIERESON
are, respectively, senior fellows at the
American Enterprise Institute and the
Manhattan Institute

tis hard not to be cynical about college
admissions. In the latest effort to encour-
age diversity at American colleges and
universities, two Democrats in US Con-
gress have introduced legislation to bar
ml]cgc< 1hat parllcl])ate in the fedcml

Harvard's admission preference policy has
been challenged in court GETTYIMAGES.

ing

‘legacy’ status in deciding who gets in. As
Oregon Senator Jeff Merkley, one of the
CO-SpONSOrs, cxplamed “Selecting appli-
cants to universities based off of family
names, connections, or the size of their
bank accounts createsan un-level playing
ﬁcld for students without those bui
jallyi minority

and first generation students.”
But |I'wc ve Icaml any lessons from the

,just as they have with laws lim-
iting the use of race as a primary factor in
admissions to favour some groups. Strate-
gies designed to promote racial diversity
can justasreadily be used to provide cover

i hereby child

fal iord e

special preference. The current trend
lowanl(,I|mmzl|ngstandanll/,cdlcs(xand

North Caroli it who have test scores (as
1l tesand el

resumes)
1d

theiraverag
in favour of admitting African-American,
Hispanic and Native American students
whose SAT scores were below the average.
Admissions officers have used vaguely
worded testsof personality or character to
boost the portfolios of students from
& 1 1scale back th 1

of students from others. Asian applicants
argue that they tend to be greatly disfav-
oured by these subjective measures.The
court will decide whether or not universi-

llcs are allowcd Io hp the scales that way
Th

sary |flhey are to admit diverse and hal
anced classes.

A parallel question for universities is
about their “legacy” policies of admission.
The stated idea isto encourage alumni loy-

alty and assls( inraising’ I'uuds Evenifsuch
1 1due t

P ’dlvcn ity,or
making those t s ptional, gives

disc 1

and attention, colleges

even more ]aulud(

Ic«cxhjc(‘l ive, Icgacy <Iudcnls —just Ilkcall

willstill be able: tofind waystoidentify rela-
tives of alumni or donors through essays,
interviews, |E’llEN and recommendations.

likely benefit by taking advantage ofm:w

Legacy ightbe morelikely to
write an essay that mentions spu |ﬁ

rules. Of course, thisis ‘what
the sponsors of the congressional |eg|<|a

fa school’s history or
ditions. Tl hey might be lc\i Ilkcly tou usea

tion intend. They would reject
to ongoing lawsuits against Harvard and
University of North Carolina that claim

ite
say. They mightalso be
n person and mention

againststudents i ial groupsat the
cxptnwufnthu\

Court will hear
in (hm ses in October with a ruling

expected next year. The court ruled in
Regents of the University of California vs.
Bakke (1978) that colleges could not use race
asa primary factor in admissions, but only as

Legacies madL upl 5% ()flho 2()]‘) Har-
d class. If Harvard

ces based on race and legacy and for chil-
drenof d facultvand staff and

larger boost to socio-economically di
vantaged students of all races, legas
would have declined from 15% in the status

a “plus factor.” In Grutter vs. Bollinger
(2003), the justicesstipulated that the pol-
icy be “narrowly tailored.” The only way
that plaintiffsin the two courtc: ases m|gh(

quoto4%, i an expert report.
But the campaign against legacy admis-
sions, thought to bean aspect of the push for
diversity and against ‘privilege’, cannot be
cﬂ'on oget rid of standard-

prove they had b

uf( lear and

would be to examine the individual test
d grade poi fthe vari- iggle room to select the mix of
uusappl i(nalllsl() lhcsc schools. Thatisnot | students they want.

I'd(,mlal and pnvalc
I

Whatever you want the next freshman
class to look like, the only way to ensure

Butthe hat Asian Ameri- bility on the part of colleges is by
canstudentsin the Harvard case and Cauca- ng on measurable standards of aca-
sian and Asi lentsin the University of J

It pays to recognize that we all have multiple identities

BlJU DOMINIC

bitlonger. 'l‘h‘mlaly identity that switches off

the alarmi

definean

identities find different ways to hold on to

face (mly in particular contexts.

onreligion
to override all other idcnl
hasi < odeidenti

ocial identitie:

social norms. Multiy re

defaulter was that of an absconding

also found to be pos vc]y(ormlalcdwnh g al. The tone of voice, language used
ln.lu.r health and increased well ngm bybank ! intheiri i 1
se theyallow i call- h the defaul

to both give and receive social support.
Auordmg to the ldumly acc mulation

reflected this perception.
Butadeep dive into the mulllplc id

ties of defaulters threw up ves

insights. Deep within most of them was an
honest person who wanted to repay the
money borrowed. But their present financial
situation did not allow them to meet their
regular-payment obligations. They wanted
to pay intermittently. Yes, they avoided calls
from the bank, but that was hcram*c they felt

1. Armed with the k ledge that
there were honest individuals residing in
defaulters, all further efforts at loan recovery
were. mcd at thisupright chnulynflhur\.
“Thi 20%ii

of
loan dues that had been pending for more
than sixmonths.

l- very m(lwulual isa (x)mlunamn of multi-
ple i both d non-con-
scious. Depending on the context, one of
lhcm popa up. Tl he more we understand the

fa person, th h

easieritwillbetointerveneins

and debat

he concept of multiple identities Even though the exist: ence of multiple p , the more
might hcononf the m(x\( un(kr sed | identitiesi 1l ept,most | of life can have disastrous by an actor, the less psy-
human | in Ji humanbel 5 2 chological distress s/he
polic Imh Poo-pe yofbeh ,as In recent years, there Like Russian shoul)(lfcxh
viduals have various identi ! ! i i I have been several studies ' Undu\lamllngmulllpk
on their gender, religion, mslc,clhm(‘llyor id ...a.nnfa..m hi bei that focused on the bene- d°“s' we'reall more so our
nationality. These identities are mostly | Those identiti fits of having multiple i
mhcnuxlnyll) h. Then thereare identiti i (hﬂtmnlumushav(, kmgl)ctn(llsmlwxl:m i Researc ll) many people In
thatare acquired by the individual through two-faced. S aither,anassistant - gpye and this can chan;,c
is the chief evangelist, Fractal education, mhluzllx‘hcfs amllhmrpmfc\- prn)crl a ‘singular’ conception of human | professor in the depart- programmes.
Analytics and chairman, sional and nlhcr These yoneisnotalwaysdriven | ment of psychology and yield insights For example, a leading
FinalMile Consulting are consci e s of the individual | by noblei i neuroscience at Duke Uni- bank was trying to get its
thatare often known to others. Th shout history, various vested inter- | versity,onaperson’smul-  {Q forge better loan defaulters to pay up
I ike Ruwan dolls within a doll many ests have tried tocomy li le | tiple id has shown . their dues. Initial research
i yii lata | based on a single identity factor. I\Imusl that thinking about one’s Strategles among the bank staffled it
non |Lth Whal is r,is always, the identity played up was one of | selffrom lhunglvufmul to realize that these loan
thatsome of th many inherited identities, lik ionali llpc d P defaulters, more so those
(anvarymonihanlh( ldmlm(sofdlmmnl religion. Playing up inherited id a ial thinki 1 ivity. Other | who had not paid for more than sixmonths,
pledo. Forexample, tosleep, blnarygamc whcrewumu\.md onscrs.ut rcsur(hpmje( ts have dununslmlul that | were treated very dlﬂ‘ucnlly by the bank
there is a health-conscious identity that ins, at who have spent time studying | staff. Withmany ofth noteven
decidestosetawake-upalarmforawalk the | birth. Those unlucky In hc born into ‘less | abroadinothercultural contextsthan their | willingto take phone calls from the bank, the
next morning. But when this alarm rings, | privileged' identities have no escape route 'V( pmhlx m-solvers | staff) perce ption lhallh(yW( re nol |lk( |h( ir
thereisanotheridentity that stretchesahand | from their perceived lowstatus. At the same u,ulA. inrec- The
across toswitch itoffand urgesustosleepa | time, those lucky tobe born into ‘privileged’ | onciling different cultural i and leider tthe bank stafTh lgi

cruxofall bek



