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Thirteen states account for 80% share

As India is inching closer
to 1 lakh daily cases

Overall deaths have also been rising And, six states account for 75% share
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DATADRIVE

ON FRIDAY, INDIA recorded
96,551 infections. India,
already topping in terms of

daily infections,will soon be the only
economy to record 1 lakh cases daily.
While it was adding nearly 60,000
cases at the start of August, byAugust
31 it was adding 80,000 cases.Now,
the jump of 20,000 daily cases has
comewithin 10 days.Data shows that
80% of India’s daily cases seem to be
coming from thirteen states.Amongst
these,Maharashtra is adding nearly a
fourth of daily cases, followed by
Andhra Pradesh,which is adding a
tenth to country’s tally.Delhi’s share
has also increased.Amonth ago it was
adding only a thousand cases daily,
but over the past two days it has
added over 8,000 cases. In terms of
deaths too, India is showing fast
growth.On Thursday, India became
the third economy to register 75,000
deaths. Seven states account for 80%
of total deaths.

Nearing
1 lakh
daily cases

GLOBAL COVID-19 DEATHS
this week crossed 900,000.
The six-weekly timeline and
geographicaldistributionasof
September5 in theaccompa-

nyingtablehasdataforthreemajorregions
thataccountfor73%oftheworld’spopu-
lationand90%ofallCoviddeaths.

Thetable indicatesthatthetrendsvis-
ible in the data available till July 21
(bit.ly/2Fbnp0f) are further entrenched.
The earlier data showed the pandemic
recedingunevenlyacross the board.The
alignment of the Covid axis had shifted
from north-south (above roughly 30o
North)toeast-west,withmostofthemor-
tality concentrated in the transatlantic
(including the Mediterranean system)
area,mostly Europe andWest Asia, and
increasinglytheAmericas.Indiastoodout
asoneoftheworstperformersglobally,and
theworstinSouthAsia.

The demographic contours of the
Covid-19pandemicarebecomingclearer
as more data pours in. Beginning with
China, the pandemicmovedwestwards
towardsthetransatlanticregion,evenasit
was halted in its tracks in the countryof
origin by the second half of April 2020.
Mortality,equalised todeathspermillion
forcrosscountrycomparison,rosedramat-
icallyinEurope,butwascontainedequally
dramaticallywithinfourandhalfmonths,
bymid-July.

The data updated to September 5
shows that the pandemic continues its
uneven retreat,with fournotable excep-
tions. The Covid axis has continued its
westwardmarchand is currentlycentred
on theWesternAtlantic.North andSouth
America,with just12%oftheglobalpop-
ulation,nowaccount for54%of Covid-
related deaths. If the legacy deaths in
Europeareincluded,23majorcountriesin
theAmericasandEurope(thetransatlantic
region),whichtogetherconstituteaquar-
ter of the global population,account for

80%ofdeaths todate.Eight countries in
Asia,with47.7%oftheglobalpopulation,
accountforjust10.8%ofCoviddeaths.

Themostspectacularsuccessinrolling
back the epidemic has been in Europe
(apart fromChina)where the sixweekly
growthrateofdeathswasbroughtdownto
single digitswithin 18weeks of the out-
break,andtobelow3%withinsixmonths,
Russia excepted.That the pandemicwas
quicklycontrolledinEuropedespiteitsini-
tial virulence is unsurprising as it has a

good, scientifically driven health infra-
structure.TheinabilityoftheUnitedStates
to control the spread of Covid-19 so far,
with adjoiningCanada and evenMexico
faringbetter,alsounderscores thecritical
role of effective leadership that relies on
evidence-basedscienceandexpertise.

This dramatic rollback has not been
replicated elsewhere.Each succeeding six
weekshas seendecliningmortality rates,
but the decline is much slower than in
Europe. Amongst the major countries,

Mexico,SouthAmerica,Turkey,Iran and
India—countries with a relatively poor
health infrastructure and scientific tem-
per,andauthoritarian leadership—stand
outfortheirfailureincontainingCovid-19.

What isworrisome is thatwhileAsia
(ex-WestAsia) currentlyaccounts foronly
about 10% of global Covid deaths, the
growthoverthelastsixweeksisovertwice
thatof theWestAtlantic.This is largelyon
account of India.Could theCovid axis be
continuing itswestwardmarch fromthe

WestAtlantic towards thePacific and the
IndianOcean?

Over the last six weeks, four major
countries,namelytheUS,Argentina,Japan
andAustralia,have shownan increase in
the growthof Covid deaths over the pre-
cedingsixweekperiod.WhiletheJapanese
andAustralian percentages are on avery
lowbase,thattheUSshouldbepartofthis
groupisalittleshocking.

India’s Covidmortalitypermillion is
currentlyunderhalf the global average,a
fourthof theEastAtlantic,andone-tenth
of theWestAtlantic.However, it has the
third-highestnumberof aggregateCovid
deaths,aftertheUSandBrazil.Also,India's
mortalitygrowthoverthelastsixweeksis
exceededonlybyArgentina,Bolivia,South
AfricaandAustralia intheselectedsubset
of 31major countries.Like theUS,India
hasperformedworse than itsneighbours
despite its relativelybetterhealth infra-
structure.Indeed,its Covidmortalityper
million (49.7) has furtherworsenedwith
respecttoBangladesh(26.6)andPakistan
(28.7)overthepastsixweeks.Itnowstands
atabouttwicetheAsianaverage.

Amodel-basedprojectionbytheWash-
ingtonDC-basedInstituteforHealthMet-
rics and Evaluation (IHME) makes the
apocalyptic prediction that Coviddeaths
in India couldexceedwell overhalf amil-
lionbyJanuary2021.Thisprojection is in
linewithacontinuingwestwardmarchof
theCovidaxis.Backoftheenvelopecalcu-
lationsbasedonpastgrowthtrends,how-
ever, show that Covid deaths in India
shouldnotexceed200,000,or150permil-
lion, by end January 2021. Mortality
growthhasdeclinedsuccessivelyoversix-
weekintervals,aselsewhere,andthistrend
canperhapsbeexpectedtocontinue.

The geographical distribution and

spread of Covid-19 is descriptive rather
thanexplanatory.Howdothevariousthe-
oriesthathavebeendoingtheroundssince
thebeginningofthepandemicholdupin
thelightofincomingdata?Medicalexperts
andepidemiologistareofcoursebestqual-
ifiedtodrawconclusions,andeventheyare
strugglingtounravelthecapriciousaetiol-
ogyofCovid-19.

Itdoesappear,first,thecold-warmcli-
matetheorythatwasrife intheearlydays
oftheepidemichasfallenbythewayside.

Two, the high initial mortality in
EuropeandtheAmericascouldbebecause
thiswas their first exposure to a coron-
avirus like SARS or MERS. Exposure to
Ebolacouldexplaintheverylowmortality
inAfricatodate.

Three,olderpeoplehavebeenfoundto
bemostvulnerabletotheacutesymptoms
ofCovid-19.Thesurprisinglyhighmortal-
ityinEuropecanalsobeascribedtoflawed
managementofthepandemicinoldpeo-
ples'homesinanageingsociety.

Four,the theorythat countries,where
tuberculosisandmalariaareendemic,may
be naturally protected owing to wide-
spread use of BCG and hydroxychloro-
quinecontinuestoremainonthetable.

Five, the genetic explanation also
remainson the table as this appears to fit
thedata.TheAsiangenepoolisverydiffer-
entfromthewestern,whereCovidmortal-
ity ismuchhigher.There are also differ-
encesbetweentheWestAsian,SouthAsian
andEastAsian genepools.Themortality
rates permillion areverydifferent in all
these regions.Outside SouthAfrica,mor-
tality inAfrica,with its distinctive gene
pool,isverylowdespiteitsverypoorhealth
infrastructure.Thisis,however,alsoalittle
puzzlingbecauseCovidmortalityintheUS
ishigheramongstAfricanAmericans.
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ALOKSHEEL

Pop Deaths
Country Mill /Mill Deaths % increase in deaths
Timeline 2020 Sept 5 Mar-6 Apr-20 Jun-6 Jul-21 Sept-5 Apr-4 Jun-6 Jul-21

-Jun-6 -Jul-17 -Sep-5

East Atlantic 1,067.2 208.2 265 96,481 1,66,727 1,98,031 2,22,192 73 19 12
% Global 13.8 7.8 58.5 41.8 32.3 25.4 — — —
West Atlantic 888 533.8 12 46,501 1,85,992 3,19,917 4,73,999 300 72 48.2
% Global 12 0 28 47 52 54 — — —
Asia 3,681.7 25.5 3094 6,575 17,148 46,643 94,058 161 172 101.7
% Global 47.7 91.4 4 4.3 7.6 10.8 — — —
World 7,718.2 113.1 3,384 1,65,058 3,98,689 6,13,143 8,73,289 142 54 42.4
Source: https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus-source-data

Trans-atlantic move

India’s Covidmortalitypermillion is currentlyunderhalf the global average,a fourth of the EastAtlantic,
and one-tenth of theWestAtlantic

Covid-19axis shifts to theWestAtlantic


