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LOBAL COVID-19 DEATHS

this week crossed 900,000.

The six-weekly timeline and

geographical distributionas of

September 5 in the accompa-
nyingtable has data forthree majorregions
thataccount for 73% of the world’s popu-
lation and 90 % of all Covid deaths.

The table indicates that the trends vis-
ible in the data available till July 21
(bit.ly/2Fbnp0f) are further entrenched.
The earlier data showed the pandemic
receding unevenly across the board. The
alignment of the Covid axis had shifted
from north-south (above roughly 30°
North) to east-west,with most of the mor-
tality concentrated in the transatlantic
(including the Mediterranean system)
area, mostly Europe and West Asia, and
increasingly the Americas.India stood out
asoneof theworst performers globally,and
theworst in South Asia.

The demographic contours of the
Covid-19 pandemic are becoming clearer
as more data pours in. Beginning with
China, the pandemic moved westwards
towardsthetransatlanticregion,evenasit
was halted in its tracks in the country of
origin by the second half of April 2020.
Mortality, equalised to deaths per million
forcross country comparison, rose dramat-
icallyin Europe,butwas contained equally
dramaticallywithinfourand half months,
by mid-July.

The data updated to September 5
shows that the pandemic continues its
uneven retreat, with four notable excep-
tions. The Covid axis has continued its
westward march and is currently centred
on the Western Atlantic. North and South
America,with just 12% of the global pop-
ulation, now account for 54% of Covid-
related deaths. If the legacy deaths in
Europeareincluded,23 major countriesin
theAmericasand Europe (the transatlantic
region),which together constitute a quar-
ter of the global population, account for

India’s Covid mortality per million is currently under half the global average, a fourth of the East Atlantic,
and one-tenth of the West Atlantic

Covid-19 axis shifts to the West Atlantic

80% of deaths to date. Eight countries in
Asia,with 47.7% of the global population,
account forjust 10.8% of Covid deaths.
Themostspectacularsuccessinrolling
back the epidemic has been in Europe
(apart from China) where the six weekly
growth rate of deathswasbrought down to
single digits within 18 weeks of the out-
break,and tobelow 3% within sixmonths,
Russia excepted. That the pandemic was
quickly controlled in Europe despite itsini-
tial virulence is unsurprising as it has a

good, scientifically driven health infra-
structure.Theinability of the United States
to control the spread of Covid-19 so far,
with adjoining Canada and even Mexico
faring better, also underscores the critical
role of effective leadership that relies on
evidence-based science and expertise.
This dramatic rollback has not been
replicated elsewhere. Each succeeding six
weeks has seen declining mortality rates,
but the decline is much slower than in
Europe. Amongst the major countries,
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Mexico, South America, Turkey, Iran and
India—countries with a relatively poor
health infrastructure and scientific tem-
per,and authoritarian leadership— stand
outfortheirfailurein containing Covid-19.

What is worrisome is that while Asia
(ex-West Asia) currently accounts for only
about 10% of global Covid deaths, the
growth overthelast sixweeks is over twice
that of the West Atlantic. This is largely on
account of India. Could the Covid axis be
continuing its westward march from the

Trans-atlantic move
Pop Deaths
Mill  /Mill
2020 Sept 5 Mar-6 Apr-20

Country

Timeline

Deaths
Jun-6

% increase in deaths
Sept-5 Apr-4 Jun-6 Jul-21
-Jun-6 -Jul-17 -Sep-5

Jul-21

East Atlantic 1,067.2| 208.2| 265 | 96481|1,66,727 |1,98,031| 2,22,192 73 19 12
% Global 138 78| 585 418|323 25.4 = ==
West Atlantic ~ 888| 533.8| 12 |46,501|1,85992 |3,19,917| 473,999 | 300 72| 482
% Global 12 0 28 47 52 54 — - -
Asia 3,6817| 255|3094 | 6,575 17,148 | 46,643 94058 | 161 | 1721017
% Global 47.7 91.4 A 43 7.6 10.8 = ==
World 77182 1131 3,38L 1,65,058 3,98,689 6,13,143 873,289 142 54 424

Source: https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus-source-data

West Atlantic towards the Pacific and the
Indian Ocean?

Over the last six weeks, four major
countries,namelythe US,Argentina, Japan
and Australia, have shown an increase in
the growth of Covid deaths over the pre-
ceding sixweek period. While the Japanese
and Australian percentages are on a very
lowbase, that the US should be part of this
groupisalittle shocking.

India’s Covid mortality per million is
currently under half the global average, a
fourth of the East Atlantic, and one-tenth
of the West Atlantic. However, it has the
third-highest number of aggregate Covid
deaths,afterthe USand Brazil.Also,India's
mortality growth over the last six weeks is
exceeded onlybyArgentina,Bolivia, South
Africa and Australia in the selected subset
of 31 major countries. Like the US, India
has performed worse than its neighbours
despite its relatively better health infra-
structure. Indeed, its Covid mortality per
million (49.7) has further worsened with
respect to Bangladesh (26.6) and Pakistan
(28.7) over the past sixweeks. It now stands
atabout twice the Asian average.

Amodel-based projection by the Wash-
ington DC-based Institute for Health Met-
rics and Evaluation (IHME) makes the
apocalyptic prediction that Covid deaths
in India could exceed well over half a mil-
lion by January 2021. This projection is in
line with a continuing westward march of
the Covid axis. Back of the envelope calcu-
lations based on past growth trends, how-
ever, show that Covid deaths in India
should notexceed 200,000,0r 150 permil-
lion, by end January 2021. Mortality
growth has declined successively over six-
weekintervals,as elsewhere,and thistrend
can perhaps be expected to continue.

The geographical distribution and

spread of Covid-19 is descriptive rather
than explanatory. How do the various the-
oriesthat havebeen doingtheroundssince
the beginning of the pandemic hold up in
thelight ofincoming data? Medical experts
and epidemiologistare of coursebest qual-
ified todrawconclusions,and eventheyare
struggling tounravel the capriciousaetiol-
ogyof Covid-19.

It does appear, first, the cold-warm cli-
mate theory that was rife in the early days
of the epidemic has fallen by the wayside.

Two, the high initial mortality in
EuropeandtheAmericascould bebecause
this was their first exposure to a coron-
avirus like SARS or MERS. Exposure to
Ebola could explain the verylow mortality
inAfricatodate.

Three,older people have been found to
bemostvulnerable totheacute symptoms
of Covid-19.The surprisingly high mortal-
ityin Europe canalsobeascribed toflawed
management of the pandemic in old peo-
ples'homesinan ageing society.

Four, the theory that countries, where
tuberculosis and malariaare endemic,may
be naturally protected owing to wide-
spread use of BCG and hydroxychloro-
quine continues to remain on the table.

Five, the genetic explanation also
remains on the table as this appears to fit
thedata.TheAsian gene poolisvery differ-
ent from thewestern,where Covid mortal-
ity is much higher. There are also differ-
ences between the West Asian,South Asian
and East Asian gene pools. The mortality
rates per million are very different in all
these regions. Outside South Africa, mor-
tality in Africa, with its distinctive gene
pool,isverylowdespiteitsvery poorhealth
infrastructure.Thisis,however,alsoalittle
puzzlingbecause Covid mortalityin the US
ishigheramongst African Americans.

DATA DRIVE

Nearing
1 lakh
daily cases

N FRIDAY, INDIA recorded
O 96,551 infections. India,

already topping in terms of
daily infections, will soon be the only
economy to record 1 lakh cases daily.
While it was adding nearly 60,000
cases at the start of August, by August
31 itwasadding 80,000 cases. Now,
the jump of 20,000 daily cases has
come within 10 days. Data shows that
80% of India’s daily cases seem to be
coming from thirteen states. Amongst
these, Maharashtra is adding nearly a
fourth of daily cases, followed by
Andhra Pradesh, which is adding a
tenth to country’s tally. Delhi’s share
has also increased. A month ago it was
adding only a thousand cases daily,
but over the past two days it has
added over 8,000 cases. In terms of
deaths too, India is showing fast
growth. On Thursday, India became
the third economy to register 75,000
deaths. Seven states account for 80%
of total deaths.

As India is inching closer

to 1 lakh daily cases
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